This special issue, "Genomic Data in Pathogenic Fungi," focuses on the genomics of human and plant pathogens. Efforts like this are important because so little information about these organisms is available. There are fewer than 350 publications in the PubMed database reporting genomic data of filamentous fungi that are primary human pathogens, such as Histoplasma capsulatum, Coccidioides spp., Blastomyces spp. or Sporothrix spp., compared to more than 20,000 publications about Saccharomyces cerevisiae. Although there are many reasons for this, the disparity indicates the need for more information about primary pathogenic fungi as well as model fungal organisms. Special issues such as this attempt to address this disparity.
